
    
 

Short Safety Subjects are provided by the Public Safety Business Center, Fort Bragg, NC.  Our intent is to provide 
safety topics for the purpose of increasing safety awareness and improving safety performance. 
Additional Short Safety Subjects are available on the PSBC Business Management Web Site at: 

 
www.bragg.army.mil/psbc-bm/PubsAndForms/ShortSafetySubjects.htm 

 
Safety In Your Home And Workshop 

 
Most everyone's garage, workshop, basement, kitchen, and bathroom contains 
hazardous materials.  Read the label on most any household - use chemical and you'll 
see a warning statement.  Be sure to follow the label's instructions for using the 
material.  There may be need for ventilation when using the substance.  It may be 

important to keep the material at a certain temperature, away from extreme heat or cold.  Keep in 
mind that mixing certain substances together (e.g., bleach and ammonia) can cause dangerous 
reactions.   
 
Keep hazardous materials away from children at all times.  If the unthinkable happens and the 
material is ingested, call poison control immediately, even if the label gives first-aid information.  
Have the container handy so you can provide accurate information to poison control.   
 
Practice hazard communication at home.  Don't remove warning labels from hazardous materials 
or place materials in an unlabeled container.  If you allow older children to work with you, make 
sure you tell them of the hazards of these materials.  Providing this information will start them on 
the right track to safety.   
 
Electrical hazards may also be present in the home or workshop.  Inspect your electric wires, 
appliances, and power tools frequently and have them repaired if necessary.  Avoid the 
temptation to modify a power cord, plug, or outlet to accommodate outdated tools.   
 
Overloaded circuits present another problem.  If you find your outlet receptacles are few and 
your electric needs are many, invest in an upgrade of your home's electric service.  The 
investment is well worth eliminating the risk of electric shocks, fires, and damaged tools and 
appliances.   
 
Principles of lock-out/tag-out can be applied at home to isolate energy sources and prevent 
inadvertent start-up of equipment.  When working on electrical equipment, wiring-even changing 
a light bulb-shut off the electricity.  Don't risk a shock.  Other applications of lock-out/tag-out 
include turning off equipment such as lawn mowers, shredders, and snow blowers before you 
service them.  This is especially important if the equipment has become jammed and you are 
trying to dislodge an object.   
 
The home is full of potential dangers, but with a little common sense and a lot of commitment 
these dangers can be eliminated.  Practice safety at home and on the job.  You'll be setting a great 
example for the rest of the family to follow!  
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